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emergency descents into the water ; but "usually the deck-plane would use its cable. Liners and mail boats could carry this contrivance, so that increased mail facilities are foreshadowed. And there appears to be no reason why such a craft should not be used overland, although it would require suitably equipped stations. Less power would be needed to launch the deck-plane into flight than is required by machines that must get up speed on ground or water. This means economy in power. In the early days the Wright aeroplane took flight off a rail launching apparatus, and on this account it was able to use comparatively small engine power.
Towards the end of 1908 it was recognized that the conquest of the air involved the need for establishing an entirely new set of laws covering international, State, and private interests. The French Government decided to summon an International Conference " to consider the question of the introduction of a code of laws on aerial navigation " ; and it was high time, for the legal problems of aerial flight began to threaten trouble. Questions of frontiers arose, as in the complaints of German balloons crossing into France, delicate matters of espionage and smuggling, and the obvious charge of trespass was one that could not long escape coming before the law-courts in different countries. At present there are no statutes in existence defining the rights either of aeronauts or of the citizens upon whose property and comfort they may be thought to have encroached.
On January n, 1908, an International Aeronautical Conference was held in London by the Federation of Aero Clubs, and a Commission was appointed to discuss the legal rights of aeronauts. Wireless telegraphy had already drawn attention to national rights in the atmosphere, and in approaching the subject of aerial locomotion closely one's mind naturally sought for a parallel in the conditions which rule maritime affairs.